Margaret O'Donnell
Licensing Manager for Wirral
Wallasey Town Hall
23 March 2006
Dear Ms O’ Donnell

Extension of Hours at The Anchor, Irby Village, WIRRAL

Members of our committee attended the meeting with you and various representatives
of Whitbread Brewery, solicitors, local residents and the licensee of The Anchor on
22 March 2006. We listened, with interest, to the various points of view and
interpretations on the proposed extension of hours for The Anchor.

We are somewhat bemused that The Anchor has been given the longest extension
hours in the area yet, as you said yourself, this is a public house catering for the ‘more
mature’ eating/drinking guests and, as such, we were surprised to find that it had been
granted far later opening hours.

Moreover, we were greatly dissatisfied with the lack of overt advertisement prior to
the granting of the extended hours. The supposed advertising notice had been
singularly insignificant and minimal ... and, dare we say it ... a tactical move on
behalf of the powers that be who obviously believe that they will benefit from the
extended hours. A majority of local residents knew nothing of the proposals since the
only public notice was small, discreet and displayed on a door inside The Anchor.
We find it hard to accept that this was not a tactical move on the part of Whitbread -
after all, we were told that in the case of The Anchor, the change of hours was :

‘an automatic variation and conversion'

which rather implies that there was nothing to be discussed and that the matter was
merely ‘a formality’. It was, therefore, no surprise to find out that the notice was not
seen — therefore, nobody could register their objection and the ‘powers that be’
therefore presume that there were no objections from local residents. This, of course,
if not a true reflection of the reactions of local residents who are incensed by the
threat posed to their quiet and peaceful evenings. Even more disturbing is the fact
that there is no appeals process in this case and they cannot go back against the
granting of a license. Local residents have had no opportunity to express their views
prior to the licensing decision and no right of redress against the decision made
without their knowledge or consideration. What a strange set of random ‘mishaps’ !



More specifically, we refer to the Licensing Objectives and in particular to :

Provision for the Prevention of Crime and Disorder : the latter in the form of :

(1) noisy, tipsy/drunken customers who will have been drinking for many
hours and

{11) increased noise from visiting traffic late at night and in the early hours of
the morning.

There will be an influx of people who have already been drinking alcohol at other
local pubs - that have closed at a more reasonable hour - rounding off their night with
further alcohol at the later opening Anchor. It is difficult to forecast any foreseecable
increase in crime other than that caused by highly intoxicated drinkers who will have
had many more hours in which to imbibe more alcohol and, consequently, will leave
the premises in a more inebriated, noisier and maybe more aggressive frame of mind
— although we do accept that the latter point is based merely on conjecture.

Provision for the Prevention of Public Nuisance : local residents who live close to
The Anchor in the adjoining roads to the North, South and East will be kept awake in
to the early hours of the morning by the noise of laughter, loud voices and vehicles as
the late night drinkers and revellers leave The Anchor. This constitutes a noise
intrusion and is, undoubtedly, a Public Nuisance. The bright lights from The Anchor
car park shine into the bedrooms of local residents in nearby properties. This
intrusion also constitutes a Public Nuisance.

Provision for Public Safety : caused by people leaving The Anchor in an inebriated
and at time noisy and aggressive state. It is a well known fact that a majority of crime
15 caused by people whose judgement is impaired by alcohol.

We, as representatives of the residents of Irby, Thurstaston & Pensby are disgusted
and annoyed that such an important decision - which adversely affects so many local
residents - can have ‘slipped through’™ without prior consultation and, now that that
has happened, there is no right of redress or route to obtain a hearing or consultation
to achieve moderation of the inappropriate extension of hours at a public house in a
quiet residential area.

We, respectfully, urge you to

i) consider a review of the Extension of Hours at The Anchor Public House
in Irby Village as soon as possible.

i) clearly advertise the review in public places so that local residents can be
aware of the existence of the meeting and attend if possible. The Irby,
Thurstaston & Pensby Amenity Society would be willing to assist with the
publication of an advertisement by displaying it on our Noticeboard which
is centrally placed in Irby Village and notifying our members of the
meeting.






