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Two of the three projects from
ITPAS  were approved for funding
by the Wirral West Constituency
Committee recently.
Many community, charity and
sports groups submitted bids for
£1000 each from the scheme in
each electoral ward. However
they had to present their bids to
the public who would vote to
approve or disapprove each bid.

Following representations by
ITPAS officers at three separate
meetings we were awarded
funding of £1000 each for tidying,
clearing and planting at Irby
Copse to include a low fence to
prevent parking and also to
provide a noticeboard in the
Bassett Hound carpark providing
a focal point and information about
the historic site at the Cross Hill
Viking Assembly. Watch for these

developments progressing over
the next year. Our unsuccessful bid
was to re-install a village sign at the
entrance to Thurstaston by the
roundabout. This was to be in
sandstone or hardwood and would
promote the village as a
Conservation Area. The original
sign was removed many years ago
and we felt it was time for it to be
re-instated. We are currently
looking at alternative ways of
realising our aim.

Our Winter talk on
January 22nd was a
resounding success. The
local warden, Dan
Trotman, talked to a
packed house about the

Burton Wetlands site and the avian
residents and visitors to this prime
natural habitat.
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Cross Hill Viking Assembly site

Irby Copse by the bus stop
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IRBY LIBRARY Golden Jubilee

As many of you may know our present Library was opened
50 years ago in April 1964. The Mayor & the Mayoress
have kindly agreed to attend our celebration event which
will be taking place on the afternoon of Thursday 1st May.

Presently I am in discussion with our two
local Primary Schools regarding the
involvement of the children, possibly by
them providing written work for display.

We would like to remember past times in the
library so if anybody in the village has any suitable
memorabilia that you would like to share with us please
contact Jacquie McKelvie by telephone – 648 0240 or
email – j_mckelvie@sky.com

This is a wonderful opportunity to promote the Library, so
please join us on the day and let the Mayor know just what
it means to our community.
Jacquie McKelvie

We’re pleased to report that our membership has recently
reached a new high, with 300 signed up as ITPAS member
households.
During the past couple of years, the ITPAS committee has
worked hard to attract new members. Initiatives include
sending out invitations to every household in the CH61
postcode area, personally contacting friends and
neighbours, plus raising the profile of ITPAS through the
media, local notice boards and the Irby flower bed signage.
Our members reside predominately in Thurstaston (where
almost all householders are members) and Irby, so an
increase in new members from Thingwall, Pensby and the
periphery of our patch, (including those areas of Barnston,
Greasby and Frankby closest to the ITPAS area), would be
welcome to rebalance representation.
Also, because ITPAS has been around since 1974, our age
profile tends to be at the upper end of the scale, so
attracting younger members is also a priority.
This is where our existing members can help. If you
have relatives, friends or neighbours who you think may be
interested in local issues, please pass on this newsletter!

The advantages of membership include:
· four free events per year,

· two free newsletters

· plus the availability of committee advice on
planning matters, footpaths, parks, the beach,
conservation and other green topics in our
local area.

All this for just £5 a year!

People interested in joining ITPAS, or who would like
further information, may contact either the ITPAS
membership secretary, Latimah Sinclair, or the ITPAS
secretary, Ian Chalmers.
Contact details are given on page 6.

Thank you to all of our members, and others, who
voted for the ITPAS project – “A host of golden
daffodils”. We are pleased to report that our bid was
successful.
Our plan is to use the grant to purchase 1,000 daffodil
bulbs and to plant these at ten locations within the
ITPAS area which we feel could do with brightening
up. We intend planting 100 bulbs per location. This
complements the previous ITPAS bulb planting
outside Pensby Library and in the grassy area in front
of Irby Village Copse.
Any members who would like to assist with the bulb
planting should please contact the ITPAS secretary
to register their interest. The “when and where” will
be announced later.

ITPAS officers and members are co-ordinating
with 1st Thurstaston Scouts to do a beach clean
during the week commencing June 1st.
They will also be undertaking a footpath litter pick.
Anyone wishing to assist these ventures should
contact Committee member Jim McCormac
(604-0376) for more details.

Snippets

Litte
r Pick
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Strangely enough, many people who attend the
village hall for a function, do so for the first time
saying things like “gosh I didn’t even know it
existed!”

Irby is very lucky in that it has one of the best
kept traditional village halls in the country.

The village hall resides 100 yards down its own
private drive off Thingwall Road just next to Vil-
lage Court. It was built in 1937 on land kindly
given to the village in 1931 by Miss Leticia Town-
shend. It has had its ups and downs over the
decades. During the war the hall was seconded
by the Government and used as a school for the
children evacuated from Jersey. The Beatles
played at the hall in September 1962. Since then,
any number of different groups and clubs have
come and gone.

The village hall is a registered charity and is run
by its “Council of Management” who are all volun-
teers and are very pro-active. In recent years the
Council has over seen a complete modernisation
of the hall. Outside, the unsightly driveway verg-
es have been laid to lawn and the drive way has
modern low energy security lighting, as has its
car park which has been extended to 21 spaces.
The front extension completed in the early seven-
ties has had a new roof and a complete new
kitchen. The annex built in the fifties has been
modernised and is now bigger, brighter and
warmer than ever. The toilets have been rebuilt
and are now up to date and disabled friendly.
The main hall (which had been condemned by

the fire authority for its pre-war “hard board on
brick” interior walls) has just been plastered and
painted; its modern low energy lighting system is
very bright, energy efficient and environmentally
friendly. The main hall also boasts one of the
Northwest’s best sprung dance floors, made out
of Canadian Spruce it is in lovely condition. The
village hall has a modern central heating system
throughout. The building and its users are pro-
tected by a modern fire protection system, intrud-
er alarm system and full CCTV coverage.

The hall remains buoyant by hiring itself out to
many regular users of the hall including 2 WI’s, 2
Martial Arts, Drama, Dance, Gardeners Club,
Music Practise, Choir Practise, Children’s &
Adult parties, Weddings, Funerals, Events and
Attic Sales etc.

The village hall is always looking for volunteers to
help out at the hall, especially with a view to
joining the Council of Management and taking on
positions of overall responsibility.

So if you can help at the hall or if you would like
to book your function etc.

Call on 0151 648 5025     or visit our website
irbyvillagehall.com

ITPAS was founded in 1974. In recognition of
this milestone we are planning to hold a Special
40 Years Celebration on on Wednesday, July
2nd. This event will  incorporate our
Annual General Meeting but in a very informal
way. In addition to several ITPAS stands
highlighting ITPAS successes and providing
opportunities to talk to the ITPAS Committee
about any areas of concern, we will be inviting
several guest exhibitors. Members will still be
able to see the ITPAS accounts and vote to
re-elect the committee but the emphasis is on an
informative, relaxed evening with a glass of wine,
tea and home-made cakes.

Be there.

Guest article by Mike Ireland
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What’s going on at Thingwall Corner?

Several of the committee have been approached by ITPAS members to ask about the
construction activity on Arrowe Park Road, opposite The Warrens Medical Centre.
Worries have been expressed about a major housing development on
green belt fields.

Worry not!
Your committee can confirm that this is the main
construction compound for the High Voltage
Direct Current (HVDC) cable which will be laid
across Wirral during 2015. It travels from
Scotland, under the Irish Sea, before coming
ashore at Leasowe. It then follows a route that
crosses the ITPAS area at Mill Hill Road,
Greasby, then onwards across farm fields to
Arrowe Park golf course before going under
Arrowe Park Road adjacent to The Warrens
Medical Centre. Thereafter it continues
across Landican Road and over fields to

Storeton, Puddington and eventually across the
Dee to Connah’s Quay power station. Here is a map of the route:

Twelve months ago, the ITPAS committee met with the
Western Link project manager before work commenced and
received assurances regarding minimising disruption. Recently
our secretary has been in touch with the Western Link Head
Office to follow up a member’s suggestion, that after the cable
laying is complete, the route could become a new cross-Wirral
footpath and bridle way.

This is the reply:
“Once the project has finished the fencing will be removed and
the land returned to its original use. Unfortunately the land is
not owned by Western Link but belongs to various landowners,
who will want to continue using their land for agricultural and
livestock purposes. It would therefore not be possible to create
a pan-Wirral footpath and bridleway”.

Though the footpath idea seems to be a non-starter, the reply
is nevertheless reassuring in many ways.

Our Spring Talk - entitled ‘A Mansion, a
Family & a Ship’ - is very nearly a sell-out.
Places are only available by ringing our
secretary, Ian Chalmers on 648-5619 and
they have nearly all gone. So be quick if
you want to know more about Dawpool,
the Ismays and the Titanic story and their
involvement with Thurstaston.
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Advertising feature - Sponsors of this issue

A keen gardener for over 30 years Valerie became increasingly frustrated by the ongoing blight to
her lawned areas by moles. After years of attempting and failing to thwart this by proprietary
treatments, frustration got the better of her.

So in October 2008 she enrolled on a mole-catching course in Yorkshire ( a wedding anniversary
present from her husband can you believe!) Such was her success, her own garden was soon free
of the tiny pests.

Possibly the only female traditional mole catcher in west Cheshire she offers this service to private
householders, sports clubs and public gardens.

For further details contact Valerie on val.mccormac@icloud.com or 07813906308

Then & Now

Photo copyrights are fully acknowledged
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Chairman
Melanie Walker – 648-6780

Vice Chairman
Roy Fisher - 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Secretary
Ian Chalmers – 648-5619

Treasurer & Membership
Latimah Sinclair - 648-2444

Planning & Footpaths
John Heath- 648-6015

Charity Commission Liaison
Lukman Sinclair - 648-2444

Newsletter & Web Manager
Roy Fisher – 648-7671
webmaster@itpas.org

Beach Officer
Jim McCormac - 604-0376

Committee / Village hall rep
Patricia Kinsey - 648-6716

If you did not receive this Newsletter by email
or post to your home it may be because we
do not have your current address.  Please
contact me if you have any doubts about the
completeness of our records.

Since the mailshot of last year our member-
ship has increased greatly.   We are hoping
that our new members become involved in
shaping future policy and events by coming
up with ideas and suggestions and maybe by
offering to serve on our committee for a time.
New blood and new contributions are always
welcome.  Please contact me if you feel you
would like to be more involved.

Latimah Sinclair - Membership Sec.

All talks are 7.00  for 7.30 pm start in Irby Village Hall
unless otherwise stated. Free for members.

© ITPAS – Contact the Newsletter editor, details on this page, if you wish to extract
information from this Newsletter. For externally drafted articles, contact the copyright
holder or author direct (details will be shown). We are more than happy to receive
articles, comments, letters or suggestions though they may or may  not be included in
our forthcoming Newsletters or on the ITPAS website. Any such articles may also be
edited at the discretion of the Committee. ITPAS committee members can be
contacted by phone or email as detailed above.

Spring Talk
“A Mansion, a Family and a Ship”

Dawpool - The Ismays - RMS Titanic

By David Hill

Wednesday March 26th, 2014

Wednesday, July 2nd at 7.30 pm

Informal evening of displays, information, events,
questionnaire, raffle, refreshments, wine tasting

Chat to Committee and make your views known

Thurstaston History Walk - Sept 2014

Very nearly sold out

Autumn Talk

By Gavin Hunter

Wednesday, October 22nd, 2014


